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	UNDERGRADUATE BUSINESS


BUS 477 – New Venture Planning – Fall 2008

COURSE:
BUS 477-4 E1
INSTRUCTOR:     Ean Jackson  
URL:
www.bus477.com
604 904-6554
ehj@sfu.ca 
Prerequisites:
BUS 312, BUS 343, BUS 360; 90 credit hours.
Required Text: 
Building a Dream, 7th Edition, 2008.  McGraw-Hill. ISBN: 007096324X
Course Objectives:



The objective of this course is to provide a hands-on understanding of the processes involved in launching a business.  Students will prepare a feasibility study and business plan and will be encouraged to submit their ventures to the Ken Spencer SFU Venture Plan Competition for cash prizes.
Course Coverage:

· Organizing the business idea.  The Business Plan 

· Raising support for the business idea.  The Elevator Pitch.  Other people’s money. 

· Executing on the business idea.  Strategy.  Operations.  Legal.  Technology.  Regulatory.

Course Organization:

· Executive Summary and Elevator Pitch
“Sell” your high level concept to your instructor and classmates.

· Develop the Business Idea
You have interest from an investor!  Now research the concept..  

· Business Plan and Elevator Pitch
Term Project: Oral and written feasibility study of a new business.  Final paper (two copies, typewritten) of up to 30 pages which describes the business opportunity and recommends an investment. The final paper will be due in the last class of the semester.

Grading:



45%
Group work (business plan composition and presentations)

55%
Individual work (3 assignments and class participation)

100%

Instructor – Ean H. Jackson (BA U. of Western Ontario, MS-EE Southern Methodist University)

Mr. Jackson has invested the past 20+ years of his professional career in management, technical and business development roles in the technology industry. He has been employed by businesses across North America ranging from technology startups to major multinational corporations including Oracle Corporation, IBM and Sprint International. He is currently President of Analytics Marketing Inc., a strategic technology consultancy and a provider of business development services to growing businesses. He is an angel investor in early stage technology companies and has a keen interest in corporate governance. As a volunteer mentor for New Ventures BC, he coaches entrepreneurs and startup companies.
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